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Editorial Note: Thank You to Our Previous Editor, Dr. Mowafa Househ

Dr. Ashraf EI-Metwally?!

ICollege of Public Health and Health Informatics, King Saud Bin AbdulAziz University for Health Sciences, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia

As of February 2017, Dr. Mowafa Househ has retired as an Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Health Informatics in
Developing Countries (JHIDC). Dr. Househ has been a long serving editor and promoter serving for over
7 years, beginning his role in January 2010. During his time as editor-in-chief, Dr. Househ worked tirelessly
on promoting EMR evaluation and implementation internationally, with a specific focus on developing
countries. Dr. Househ served with diligence, commitment, and worked effortlessly to improve the visibility
and impact of the journal. Throughout his tenure, he broadened the JHIDC scope to include work in other
areas such as public health informatics and epidemiological research. Dr. Househ placed high importance
on ensuring that the reviews were conducted within a timely manner with the upmost quality making the
JHIDC one of the leading informatics journals within the developing world. We will miss his energy,
enthusiasm leadership, and entrepreneurial spirit and wish him all success in his future endeavors. Dr.
Househ continues to lead the Middle East as a recognized and respected international figure in health
informatics research with over 6 books published, over 10 book chapters, and over 200 research and
conference papers presented locally and internationally [1-97]. He has received numerous national and
international awards recognizing and praising his work as a Health Informatics and Public Health
Informatics specialist. Below, are a summary of Dr. Househ’s important contributions to the field of health

informatics that has had an impact locally and internationally.

Contribution to Research:
Dr. Mowafa’s research interests include, but not limited to the following areas;

First and the foremost, he conducted research and worked with state-of-the-art public health
informatics technologies that made a positive impact towards improving healthcare. Furthermore, he

designed, developed, and tested innovative health informatics solutions to accelerate the transformation of
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the work processes and economic models required to improve health. He also made efforts to implement

electronic medical records in developing countries [1-5].

Second, he also wrote extensively on the use of social media in healthcare with an aim of benefiting
patients' access to health care information through education, networking, performing research, receiving
support, goal setting, and tracking personal progress via social media [6-26]. Third, he made an original
contribution to the growing field of health informatics research. A good proportion of Dr. Mowafa’s
publications addressed the role of information technology in healthcare [27-85]. Fourth, epidemiological
disorders in developing countries to study the patterns, causes, and effects of health and diseased conditions
in a defined populations [86-90]. This work paved the way towards, public health informatics and
promotion of public health practice and healthcare literacy, which will be a definitive documentation for
the application of information, computer science and technology to public health practice, research, and

learning [53, 57, 89].

He further extended his studies from Information Technology in healthcare to Nursing workflow,
patient safety, and impact of telenursing on nursing practice and education. He has been actively involved
in various other projects involving knowledge of nursing students about palliative care and their
professional values [91-94]. Some of his work also focused on Dental informatics and Disease Registries

[95-97].

Dr. Mowafa Househ has an excellent academic reputation. We truly appreciate his contribution,
support, kindness and generosity. His personal commitment was incredibly helpful and allowed us to reach
our goal. We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts and on behalf of the entire JHIDC team for

his diligent work and continuous assistance.



References

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Almaiman A, Bahkali S, Bahkali A, Almaiman S, ElImetwally A, Househ M. Electronic Dental
Record (EDR) Use in Saudi Arabia: An Exploratory Study. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2014;202:169-72.

Al Saleem N, EI Metwally A, Househ M. Electronic Lab Information Exchange (ELIE) in Saudi
Avrabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:134-7.

Alasmary M, El Metwally A, Househ M. The association between computer literacy and training
on clinical productivity and user satisfaction in using the electronic medical record in Saudi
Arabia. J Med Syst. 2014;38(8):69.

Alshami M, Almutairi S, Househ M. The implementation experience of an electronic referral
system in Saudi Arabia: a case study. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:138-41.

Luna D, Mayan JC, Garcia MJ, Almerares AA, Househ M. Challenges and potential solutions for
big data implementations in developing countries. Yearb Med Inform. 2014;9:36-41.

Almaiman S, Bahkali S, Al Farhan A, Bamuhair S, Househ M, Alsurimi K. The Prevalence of
Using Social Media among Healthcare Professionals in Saudi Arabia: A Pilot Study. Stud Health
Technol Inform. 2015;213:263-6.

Househ M. Communicating Ebola through social media and electronic news media outlets: A
cross-sectional study. Health Informatics J. 2016;22(3):470-8.

Almaiman S, Bahkali S, Alabdulatif N, Bahkaly A, Al-Surimi K, Househ M. Promoting Oral
Health Using Social Media Platforms: Seeking Arabic Online Oral Health Related Information
(OHRI). Stud Health Technol Inform. 2016;226:283-6.

Al-Surimi K, Khalifa M, Bahkali S, EI-Metwally A, Househ M. The Potential of Social Media
and Internet-Based Data in Preventing and Fighting Infectious Diseases: From Internet to Twitter.
Adv Exp Med Biol. 2017;972:131-9.

Asiri E, Khalifa M, Shabir SA, Hossain MN, Igbal U, Househ M. Sharing sensitive health
information through social media in the Arab world. Int J Qual Health Care. 2017;29(1):68-74.
Asiri H, Househ M. The Impact of Twitter and Facebook on Nursing Practice and Education: A
Systematic Review of the Literature. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2016;226:267-70.

Bahkali S, Alfurih S, Aldremly M, Alzayyat M, Alsurimi K, Househ M. The Prevalence of
Internet and Social Media Based Medication Information Seeking Behavior in Saudi Arabia. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2016;226:275-8.

Bahkali S, Alkharjy N, Alowairdy M, Househ M, Da'ar O, Alsurimi K. A Social Media
Campaign to Promote Breastfeeding among Saudi Women: A Web-based Survey Study. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2015;213:247-50.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Bahkali S, Almaiman A, Bahkali A, Almaiman S, Househ M, Alsurimi K. The Role of Social
Media in Promoting Women's Health Education in Saudi Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2015;213:259-62.

Denecke K, Bamidis P, Bond C, Gabarron E, Househ M, Lau AY, et al. Ethical Issues of Social
Media Usage in Healthcare. Yearb Med Inform. 2015;10(1):137-47.

Hors-Fraile S, Atique S, Mayer MA, Denecke K, Merolli M, Househ M. The Unintended
Consequences of Social Media in Healthcare: New Problems and New Solutions. Yearb Med
Inform. 2016(1):47-52.

Househ M. Mobile Social Networking Health (MSNet-Health): beyond the mHealth frontier. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2012;180:808-12.

Househ M. The use of social media in healthcare: organizational, clinical, and patient
perspectives. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;183:244-8.

Househ M, Borycki E, Kushniruk A. Empowering patients through social media: the benefits and
challenges. Health Informatics J. 2014;20(1):50-8.

Al Ateeg A, Al Moamary E, Daghestani T, Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Alsughayr A, et al.
Using a digital marketing platform for the promotion of an internet based health encyclopedia in
Saudi Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;208:12-6.

Alotaibi A, Emshary M, Househ M. EMR Database Upgrade from MUMPS to CACHE: Lessons
Learned. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:142-5.

Alsulame K, Khalifa M, Househ M. eHealth in Saudi Arabia: Current Trends, Challenges and
Recommendations. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;213:233-6.

Bahkali S, Almaiman A, Altassan N, Almaiman S, Househ M, Alsurimi K. Exploring the Role of
Twitter in Promoting Women's Health in the Arab World: Lessons Learned. Stud Health Technol
Inform. 2015;213:251-4.

Da'ar OB, Yunus F, Md Hossain N, Househ M. Impact of Twitter intensity, time, and location on
message lapse of bluebird's pursuit of fleas in Madagascar. J Infect Public Health.
2017;10(4):396-402.

Househ M. The role of short messaging service in supporting the delivery of healthcare: An
umbrella systematic review. Health Informatics J. 2016;22(2):140-50.

Househ M, Alsughayar A, Al-Mutairi M. Empowering Saudi patients: how do Saudi health
websites compare to international health websites? Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;183:296-
301.

Almaiman A, Bahkali S, Alfrih S, Househ M, El Metwally A. The use of health information
technology in Saudi primary healthcare centers. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:209-12.



28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Al Dogether M, Al Muallem Y, Al Assaf R, Al Ateeq A, Al Moammary E, Al Ghamdi H, et al.
The Implementation Experiences of an Endoscopy Information System (EIS) on the Improvement
of Workflow Processes in a Saudi Endoscopy Department. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2015;213:29-32.

Al Ghamdi E, Yunus F, Da'ar O, EI-Metwally A, Khalifa M, Aldossari B, et al. The Effect of
Screen Size on Mobile Phone User Comprehension of Health Information and Application
Structure: An Experimental Approach. J Med Syst. 2016;40(1):11.

Aldabbagh D, Alsharif K, Househ MS. Health information in the Arab world. Stud Health
Technol Inform. 2013; 190:297-9.

Alghamdi E, Yunus F, Househ M. The impact of mobile phone screen size on user
comprehension of health information. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;190:154-6.

Alghamdi E, Yunus F, Househ M. Revisiting the impact of mobile phone screen size on user
comprehension of health information. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:217-20.

Almutairi MS, Alseghayyir RM, Al-Alshikh AA, Arafah HM, Househ MS. Implementation of
Computerized Physician Order Entry (CPOE) with Clinical Decision Support (CDS) features in
Riyadh Hospitals to improve quality of information. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2012;180:776-
80.

AlQarni ZA, Yunus F, Househ MS. Health information sharing on Facebook: An exploratory
study on diabetes mellitus. J Infect Public Health. 2016;9(6):708-12.

Asiri E, Asiri H, Househ M. Exploring the concepts of privacy and the sharing of sensitive health
information. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:161-4.

Attallah N, Gashgari H, Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Al Moammary E, Almeshari M, etal. A
Literature Review on Health Information Exchange (HIE). Stud Health Technol Inform.
2016;226:173-6.

Bahkali S, Almaiman R, EI-Awad M, Almohanna H, Al-Surimi K, Househ M. Exploring the
Impact of Information Seeking Behaviors of Online Health Consumers in the Arab World. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2016;226:279-82.

Borycki EM, Househ MS, Kushniruk AW, Nohr C, Takeda H. Empowering Patients: Making
Health Information and Systems Safer for Patients and the Public. Contribution of the IMIA
Health Informatics for Patient Safety Working Group. Yearb Med Inform. 2012;7:56-64.
Hammour H, Househ M, Razzak HA. A Review of the Factors Associated with the Adoption of
Accounting Information Systems in Gulf Countries. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2017;238:197-
200.

Hammour H, Househ M, Razzak HA. Accounting Information Systems in Healthcare: A Review



41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

ol.

52.

53.

54.

of the Literature. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2017;238:193-6.

Househ M. Sharing sensitive personal health information through Facebook: the unintended
consequences. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2011;169:616-20.

Househ MS, Lau FY. Collaborative technology use by healthcare teams. J Med Syst.
2005;29(5):449-61.

Jamal A, Khan SA, AlHumud A, Al-Duhyyim A, Alrashed M, Bin Shabr F, et al. Association of
Online Health Information-Seeking Behavior and Self-Care Activities Among Type 2 Diabetic
Patients in Saudi Arabia. J Med Internet Res. 2015;17(8):e196.

Kushniruk AW, Bates DW, Bainbridge M, Househ MS, Borycki EM. National efforts to improve
health information system safety in Canada, the United States of America and England. Int J Med
Inform. 2013;82(5):e149-60.

Ababtain AF, Almulhim DA, Househ MS. The state of mobile health in the developing world and
the Middle East. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;190:300-2.

Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Al Assaf R, Al Ateeq A, Al Moammary E, Al Ghamdi H, et al.
Remote Patient Monitoring System Implementation at a Cardiac Care Centre in Saudi Arabia.
Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;213:33-6.

Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Al Assaf R, Al Ateeg A, Househ M. The implementation
experiences of a pharmacy automation drug dispensing system in Saudi Arabia. Stud Health
Technol Inform. 2015;208:22-6.

Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Al Assaf R, Al Ateeg A, Househ M. A pharmacy inventory
management system in Saudi Arabia: a case study. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;208:17-21.
Alajmi D, Almansour S, Househ MS. Recommendations for implementing telemedicine in the
developing world. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;190:118-20.

Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Al Ateeq A, Al Moammary E, Al Ghamdi H, Almeshari M, et al.
Vagal Nerve Stimulation (VNS) Therapy System Implementation at a Neurology Department in
Saudi Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;213:37-40.

Alghamdi M, Gashgari H, Househ M. A Systematic Review of Mobile Health Technology Use in
Developing Countries. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;213:223-6.

Alkraiji Al, Househ M. Evaluating the role of health informatics professionals in saudi arabia: the
need for collaboration. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:123-6.

Bahkali S, Almaiman A, Almadani W, Househ M, EI Metwally A. The state public health
informatics in saudi arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:257-60.

Bahkali S, Almaiman A, Al-Nasser L, EImetwally A, Househ M. Are Web-based Surveys the

New Epidemiological Mode For Healthcare Research? - The Saudi Perspective. Stud Health



55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Technol Inform. 2014;202:189-92.

Bahkali S, Almaiman A, Alsaleh M, EImetwally A, Househ M. Web-based Health Educational
Program in Saudi Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:63-6.

Borycki EM, Househ M, Kushniruk AW, Kuziemsky C. Use of qualitative methods across the
software development lifecycle in health informatics. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2011;164:293-
7.

Dogether MA, Muallem YA, Househ M, Saddik B, Khalifa M. The impact of automating
laboratory request forms on the quality of healthcare services. J Infect Public Health.
2016;9(6):749-56.

Gashgari H, Attallah N, Al Muallem Y, Al Dogether M, Al Moammary E, Almeshari M, et al.
Collecting Patient Data from Sensor-Based Systems: Benefits and Challenges. Stud Health
Technol Inform. 2016;226:41-4.

Househ M. The action case method in health informatics research. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2011;164:316-20.

Househ M. Islamic E-health: definitions, applications and challenges. Stud Health Technol
Inform. 2013;183:281-5.

Househ M. Find Your Passion, Lead with Purpose: A Health Informaticians' Guide. Stud Health
Technol Inform. 2017;238:8-11.

Househ M, Ahmad A, Alshaikh A, Alsuweed F. Patient safety perspectives: the impact of CPOE
on nursing workflow. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;183:367-71.

Househ M, Aldosari B. The Hazards of Data Mining in Healthcare. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2017;238:80-3.

Househ M, Alshammari R, Almutairi M, Jamal A, Alshoaib S. Building a Culture of Health
Informatics Innovation and Entrepreneurship: A New Frontier. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2015;213:237-40.

Househ M, Hossain N, Jamal A, Zakaria N, EImetwally A, Alsalamah M, et al. A cross-sectional
content analysis of Android applications for asthma. Health Informatics J. 2017;23(2):83-95.
Househ M, Kushniruk A, Cloutier-Fisher D, Carleton B. Technology enabled knowledge
exchange: development of a conceptual framework. J Med Syst. 2011;35(4):713-21.

Househ M, Kushniruk A, Maclure M, Carleton B, Cloutier-Fisher D. A case study examining the
impacts of conferencing technologies in distributed healthcare groups. Healthc Q.
2009;12(4):112-5.

Househ M, Yunus F. Emergency Department Waiting Times (EDWaT): A Patient Flow
Management and Quality of Care Rating mHealth Application. Stud Health Technol Inform.



69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

2014;202:229-32.

Househ MS. Leading knowledge producers within the biomedical informatics community. J Med
Syst. 2006;30(4):237-40.

Househ MS, Aldosari B, Alanazi A, Kushniruk AW, Borycki EM. Big Data, Big Problems: A
Healthcare Perspective. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2017;238:36-9.

Househ MS, Al-Tuwaijri M. Early development of an enterprise health data warehouse. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2011;164:122-6.

Househ MS, Kushniruk A, Carleton B, Cloutier-Fisher D. A literature review on distance
knowledge exchange in healthcare groups: what can we learn from the ICT literature? J Med Syst.
2011;35(4):639-46.

Househ MS, Kushniruk A, Maclure M, Carleton B, Cloutier-Fisher D. The use of conferencing
technologies to support drug policy group knowledge exchange processes: an action case
approach. Int J Med Inform. 2011;80(4):251-61.

Househ MS, Kushniruk AW, Macclure M, Carleton B, Cloutier-Fisher D. Strengths and
weaknesses of using conferencing technologies to support drug policy knowledge exchange. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2011;164:405-9.

Househ MS, Saddik B, Al-Dosari B. Development of a graduate level course in e-Health and
Emerging Technology in Saudi Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2011;164:69-73.

Househ MS, Shubair MM, Yunus F, Jamal A, Aldossari B. The Use of an Adapted Health IT
Usability Evaluation Model (Health-ITUEM) for Evaluating Consumer Reported Ratings of
Diabetes mHealth Applications: Implications for Diabetes Care and Management. Acta Inform
Med. 2015;23(5):290-5.

Ismaile S, Alhosban F, Almoajel A, Albarrak A, Househ M. Knowledge, Attitude and Practice
Tools for Health Education Among Diabetic Patients. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2017;238:250-2.

Mominah M, Yunus F, Househ MS. A case study on the impacts of computerized provider order
entry (CPOE) system on hospital clinical workflow. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;190:207-
9.

Mominah MA, Househ MS. Identifying computerized provider order entry (CPOE) medication
errors. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013;190:210-2.

Otero C, Almerares AA, Luna D, Marcelo A, Househ M, Mandirola H. Health Informatics in
Developing Countries: A Review of Unintended Consequences of IT Implementations, as They
Affect Patient Safety and Recommendations on How to Address Them. Yearb Med Inform.
2016(1):70-2.



81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

Otero C, Luna D, Marcelo A, Househ M, Mandirola H, Curioso W, et al. Why Patient Centered
Care Coordination Is Important in Developing Countries? Contribution of the IMIA Health
Informatics for Development Working Group. Yearb Med Inform. 2015;10(1):30-3.

Paton C, Househ M, Malik M. The challenges of publishing on health informatics in developing
countries. Appl Clin Inform. 2013;4(3):428-33.

Rohrer W, Househ MS. Implications of the mature personal health record for the empowered
consumer. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2013; 183:9-14.

Al Saleem N, Househ M, EI Metwally A. Challenges in building health surveillance systems in
Saudi Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:261-4.

Aldosari B, Alanazi A, Househ M. Pitfalls of Ontology in Medicine. Stud Health Technol Inform.
2017;238:15-8.

Alhaeli A, Bahkali S, Ali A, Househ MS, El-Metwally AA. The epidemiology of Dengue fever in
Saudi Arabia: A systematic review. J Infect Public Health. 2016;9(2):117-24.

Alhraiwil NJ, Ali A, Househ MS, Al-Shehri AM, El-Metwally AA. Systematic review of the
epidemiology of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in Arab countries. Neurosciences
(Riyadh). 2015;20(2):137-44.

Hossain N, Househ M. Using HealthMap to Analyse Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS)
Data. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2016;226:213-6.

Househ M, Alshammri R, Jradi H, Da'ar OB, Saddik B, Alamry A. Aligning public health and
health informatics research strengths with national level research priorities in saudi arabia. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:249-52.

Khairy S, Al-Surimi K, Ali A, Shubily HM, Al Walaan N, Househ M, et al. Knowledge, attitude
and practice about malaria in south-western Saudi Arabia: A household-based cross-sectional
survey. J Infect Public Health. 2017;10(5):499-506.

Allari RS, Ismaile S, Househ M. Professional Values among Female Nursing Students in Saudi
Arabia. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2017; 238:231-4.

Ismaile S, Alshehri HH, Househ M. Knowledge of Palliative Care among Nursing Students. Stud
Health Technol Inform. 2017;238:261-4.

Asiri H, Househ M. The Impact of Telenursing on Nursing Practice and Education: A Systematic
Literature Review. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2016;226:105-8.

Alsweed F, Alshaikh A, Ahmed A, Yunus F, Househ M. Impact of computerised provider order
entry system on nursing workflow, patient safety, and medication errors: perspectives from the
front line. Int J Electron Healthc. 2014;7(4):287-300.

Al-Nasser L, Al-Ehaideb A, Househ M. Assessing the current state of dental informatics in Saudi



Arabia: the new frontier. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2014;202:165-8

96. Aloufi B, Alshagathrah F, Househ M. A Suggested Model for Building Robust Biomedical
Implants Registries. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2017; 238:173-6.

97. Al-Surimi K, Househ M, Almohandis E, Alshagathrh F. Establishing a National Medical Device
Registry in Saudi Arabia: Lessons Learned and Future Work. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2015;
213:23-6.

10



